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harder and harder for less and less security.
And so I say to you, we have to have good,
decent education not just for these children
but for adults throughout their lives so they
can always get new jobs. We have to have
health care not just for those who can afford
it or who are lucky enough to have jobs
where it’s covered but health care that can
never be taken away. Every other advanced
country has it. And we must have it here,
too.

And we have to have an investment strat-
egy that will help our people everywhere, ev-
erywhere, to find the jobs that they deserve.
Since I became President, the Secretary of
Commerce Ron Brown, who is here with me
today, has made over a dozen trips to Califor-
nia. I have been here seven times. We are
working hard to turn this economy around,
not because of some abstract unemployment
number but because the faces in this crowd
are willing to make America a model of what
every society in the world ought to be in the
21st century, where diversity is strength,
where diversity is richness and laughter and
fullness and hope. Because everybody who
works hard, everybody who learns well, ev-
eryone who lives by the values that are cher-
ished in this parish has a chance to be re-
warded. That, I believe, is God’s will for all
of us on this Earth, and we must work for
it.

Thank you all, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:38 p.m. on the
school playground. In his remarks, he referred to
Roger Cardinal Mahony, Archbishop of Los Ange-
les; Father Juan Santillan, parish priest; and Gloria
Molina, Los Angeles County commissioner.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Fidel
Ramos of the Philippines
November 22, 1993

American Airlines Strike
Q. Mr. President, are you willing to inter-

vene in the American Airlines strike?
The President. Well, I’m concerned

about it. I’ve asked the Secretary of Trans-
portation and the Secretary of Labor to look
at the situation, and we’re looking into it now.
But I don’t want to raise any false signals.

We’re looking into it, we’re examining it, and
we’re looking at all the options. No decision
has been made.

Congressional Priorities
Q. Mr. President, what are your priorities

now if Congress wraps up before they head
home?

The President. Well, as they head home
here, I hope the House will pass campaign
finance reform today. And I still have a little
hope that they can work out their differences
over the Brady bill and give it to the Amer-
ican people for a Thanksgiving present. I
would like that very much.

Penny-Kasich Amendment
Q. What about the Penny-Kasich——
The President. Well, as you know, I think

that’s a mistake. I think if it were to pass,
if it were to actually become law, it would
imperil health care. It would raise the pros-
pect of further defense cuts, which are very
unwise. It also sort of heads off the dis-
ciplined approach we had planned for next
year with the entitlements commission and
with the further budget cuts that are sched-
uled anyway that we still have to make. So
I think it would be a mistake.

Q. Were you surprised——

North Korea
Q. Have you ruled out a preemptive strike

in North Korea?
The President. I have nothing to say other

than what I said at the APEC meeting about
that. We’re working hard on that issue, and
I’ve consulted with the South Koreans and
with the Japanese and with the Chinese at
the APEC meeting extensively about that
issue.

Brady Bill
Q. Were you surprised that the Brady bill

got a new lease on life? And you thought
it would happen?

The President. I mean, I think that those
who were filibustering it really considered
where they were and where the American
people were, and they were out of harmony
with the American people. The American
people want us to act on crime. They want
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us to do something about violence. They
want us to move forward. And the Brady bill
is symbolic of the serious effort to move for-
ward. And so I was very pleased. I appreciate
the fact that the filibuster was abandoned.
[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Philippines
Q. Mr. President, what in the Philippines

interests you?
The President. Well, just about every-

thing that goes on in the Philippines interests
me. Our country and the Philippines have
a long and deep friendship that goes back
many decades. And I was very impressed
with the leadership that President Ramos
showed at the APEC meeting in Seattle and
the vision he demonstrated about the impor-
tance of our remaining partners in the Asian-
Pacific region in the years ahead. So I’m
looking forward to having the chance today
to talk to him about what the two of us can
do together to strengthen our partnership.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:15 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference
With President Fidel Ramos of the
Philippines
November 22, 1993

President Clinton. Good afternoon, la-
dies and gentlemen. I want to read this state-
ment about the meeting I have just con-
cluded with President Ramos, and then we’ll
have remarks by the President. And then I
want to make a statement about the airlines
issue, after which we will both answer ques-
tions.

First, let me say it’s a great pleasure for
me to welcome President Fidel Ramos of the
Philippines to Washington. We had a very
good discussion at the historic APEC leaders’
meeting in Seattle, and I’m delighted that
he accepted my invitation to come to the
White House for further talks.

Our two nations have enjoyed warm rela-
tions for almost a century now. Our soldiers
have fought side by side. President Ramos

knows the value of our cooperation first
hand, having himself served in combat in
Korea. I’d also like to congratulate him as
a graduate of West Point for the award he
recently received from the United States
Military Academy as one of their outstanding
graduates.

Throughout the cold war, the Philippines
hosted two of our key military bases in the
Pacific. And now with the cold war over, the
Philippines remains one of our Nation’s most
vital friends and allies in the Asian-Pacific
region.

The Philippines also helped lead the
march toward democracy over the past dec-
ade. We all recall the impressive courage of
the Philippine people in 1986 as their
prodemocratic struggle inspired freedom-
loving people everywhere in the world. Presi-
dent Ramos played an important role in that
drama. And it is fitting, as I said, that he
has been honored by West Point and recog-
nized by people all across America for his
devotion not only to democracy but to the
cause of human rights.

In our discussions today, President Ramos
and I covered a range of bilateral, regional,
and global issues. We reviewed the results
of last week’s APEC meetings and agreed to
work jointly to advance the spirit of commu-
nity in our region. We share the goal of
achieving open trade and investment, pros-
perity, and increasing regional economic in-
tegration. We agreed that Congress’ approval
of NAFTA this past week will bolster our re-
gional efforts to reduce trade barriers and
may improve our chances of securing an ac-
ceptable new GATT agreement.

I told the President that I very much ad-
mire his own efforts toward economic liberal-
ization. I’m impressed by his steps to free
foreign exchange and liberalize trade and in-
vestment and by his ongoing efforts to
achieve reform in banking, taxation, and cus-
toms.

Our bilateral relations with the Philippines
have witnessed a transformation in recent
years. The end of the cold war and the clo-
sure of our bases there, however, have not
changed the basis for continuing cooperation
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